There is general agreement that the term document must be understood to include not only written text but graphic images, pictures, and objects as well. Twyman's (1979) definition of graphic language as two-dimensional, intentional, visible communication leads to an understanding of graphic language documents as subsuming any traditional alphanumeric text" as well as any combination of text, graphics, and/or pictures. In the digital environment, Twyman's definition of graphic language documents can be applied to all displays of signs and symbols to reconcile the traditional text-based document with the image as document. Within a digital system, there is no difference between the representation of an alphanumeric text and a picture: each format simply requires a different internal code for processing the ones and zeros that constitute the digital display. Each letter code is individually manifested as an array of pixels or picture elements that conform to Gestalt principles of structural relationship to create the image on the digital display: that is, each pixel is either on or off so that the spatial arrangement of the one/off picture I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I Beebe, C., & Jacob, E. (1998). Graphic language documents: Structures and functions. 9th ASIS SIG/CR Classification Research Workshop,
